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SUBJECT: U.S. NAVAL USE OF SINGAPORE NAVAL FACILITIES 
REF: STATE 265844 

1. WE HAVE MADE AN APPOINTMENT TO SEE BEVAN, HEAD OF 
FCO SOUTHWEST PACIFIC DEPARTMENT, ON NOVEMBER 12 TO 
PRESENT U.S. PESPONSE TO UK PROPOSAL ON SINGAPORE NAVAL 
FACILITIES. UE ARE SURE THAT UK WILL BE READY TO PRO- 
CEED SOONEST ALONG LINES PARA (2) REFTEL AND WILL CONFIRM 
THIS AFTER OUR MEETING TOMORROW. 

2. WE WERE PLEASED THAT REFTEL DOES NOT PRECLUDE FOR- 
WARD MOVEMENT ON GENERAL FACILITIES IF BRITISH FEEL 
STRONGLY THAT NPW QUESTION MUST BE SEPARATED FROM REST 
OF PACKAGE FOR TIME BEING. BRITISH ARE WELL AWARE OF 
IMPORTANCE OF EARLY, SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION OF NPW 
ACCESS TO SINGAPORE ON FREEST POSSIBLE BASIS. IN ALL 
PREVIOUS CONVERSATIONS ON THIS SUBJECT FCO AND MOD 
OFFICIALS HAVE TAKEN THE INITIATIVE TO BE SURE THAT 
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NPW'S. THE CHIEF FACTOR IN THEIR RELUCTANCE TO APPROACH 
NEW ZEALAND FOR HELP WAS THEIR JUDGEMENT THAT NPW ACCESS 
TO SINGAPORE MIGHT BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED. 

3. IN RECENT CONVERSATIONS BRITISH HAVE MADE CLEAR THEIR 
CONCERN THAT ATTEMPT TO SOLVE NPW QUESTIONS PROBABLY 
WOULD DELAY FINAL AGREEMENT ON OVERALL ACCESS AND MIGHT, 
ONLY BECAUSE OF THE TIME FACTOR, JEOPARDIZE ENTIRE U.S./ 

UK PLAN FOR FACILITIES RETENTION. THE BRITISH BELIEVE 
THAT THE GOS HAS NO OBJECTION IN PRINCIPLE TO NPW VISITS; 

AND THAT SOLUTION OF THE NPW SITUATION IS ONLY A 
MATTER OF WORKING OUT PROCEDURES AND DETAILS. 

4. OUR ASSESQMENT IS THAT THE BRITISH WOULD AGREE TO 
KEEP THE NPW ISSUE AND GENERAL QUESTION OF FACILITIES 
LINKED IF THE U.S. PRESSED VERY HARD BUT THAT HMG 
CONSIDERATION OF THIS QUESTION WOULD TAKE TIME FURTHER 
DELAYING THE PROJECT. WE SENSE THAT THE BRITISH ARE 
BECOMING CONCERNED ABOUT THE ACTUAL PROBLEMS IN 
SINGAPORE WHIAH OCCUR AS THEY TRY TO MOVE MEN AND MATER- 
IAL OUT IN THE ABSENCE OF TECHNICAL TALKS ENVISIONED IN 
REFTEL. 

5. IN OUR DISCUSSION WITH BEVAN WE WILL STRESS THE GREAT 
IMPORTANCE OF SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION OF THE NPW 
QUESTION AND OUR STRONG DESIRE NOT TO SEPARATE NPW FROM 
OTHER ISSUES. BUT, PURSUANT TO PARA (6) REFTEL, WE WILL 
NOT INDICATE THAT THE U.S. WILL IN NO CIRCUMSTANCES ACCEPT 
SEPARATION OF THE ISSUES. 
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